
Erythropoiesis-stimulating agents  Essential medicine status 

General description

Erythropoiesis-stimulating agents (ESAs) are biological proteins that stimulate the production of red blood cells. They

are indicated for treatment of anaemia associated with chronic kidney disease.

Recommendations

Sec ti on    Antianaemia medicines

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 1000 IU per 0.5 mL pre-filled syringe; 2000 IU per 0.5 mL pre-filled

syringe; 3000 IU per 0.3 mL pre-filled syringe; 4000 IU per 0.4 mL pre-filled syringe; 5000 IU per 0.5 mL pre-filled

syringe; 6000 IU per 0.6 mL pre-filled syringe; 8000 IU per 0.8 mL pre-filled syringe; 10000 IU per 1 mL pre-filled

syringe; 20000 IU per 0.5 mL pre-filled syringe; 40000 IU per 1 mL pre-filled syringe

Indi c ati ons  

Anaemia due to chronic disease

Sec ti on    Supportive medicines

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 2000 IU per mL in vial (single-dose); 3000 IU per mL in vial (single-dose);

4000 IU per mL in vial (single-dose); 10000 IU per mL in vial (single-dose); 40000 IU per mL in vial (single-dose); 20000

IU per mL in vial (multiple-dose); 20000 IU per 2 mL in vial (multiple-dose)

Indi c ati ons  

Drug-induced aplastic anaemia

INN Epoetin alfa

ATC codes B03XA03 B03XA01 B03XA02

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Anaemia due to chronic disease
Application rejected in 2025 (TRS 1064) for Drug-induced aplastic anaemia

Wikipedia Erythropoiesis-stimulating agents 

DrugBa nk  Erythropoiesis-stimulating agents (Erythropoietin) 



https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=B03XA03
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=B03XA01
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=B03XA02
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/147
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/PVghq4UEIFj1jlSjrQE1BcP6fkPX0qQLLvzXcpV9.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1547
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erythropoiesis-stimulating_agents
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00016
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/147
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1547





