
Methadone  Essential medicine status 

General description

Methadone is a synthetic opioid used to treat chronic pain (adults and children), and in opioid replacement therapy for

opioid addiction (adults).

Recommendations

Sec ti on    Medicines for opioid use disorders

Oral > Liquid: 5 mg per 5 mL (methadone hydrochloride); 10 mg per 5 mL (methadone hydrochloride); 5 mg per mL

concentrate for oral liquid (methadone hydrochloride); 10 mg per mL concentrate for oral liquid (methadone

hydrochloride)

Indi c ati ons  

Opioid dependence

Sec ti on    Opioid analgesics

Oral > Liquid: 5 mg per 5 mL (methadone hydrochloride); 25 mg per 5 mL (methadone hydrochloride); 50 mg per 5 mL

concentrate for oral liquid (methadone hydrochloride); 10 mg per mL concentrate for oral liquid (methadone

hydrochloride)

Oral > Solid > tablet: 5 mg (methadone hydrochloride); 10 mg (methadone hydrochloride)

Indi c ati ons  

Chronic cancer pain

INN Methadone

ATC codes N07BC02

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 2005 (TRS 933) for Opioid dependence
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Chronic cancer pain

Wikipedia Methadone 

DrugBa nk  Methadone 



https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=N07BC02
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/CdmU2GIcPzapEmu4cCSkZjL1Z25Z5o2e26Q1sxvG.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/20
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/294
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methadone
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00333
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/20
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/294





