
General description

Benzylpenicillin is a narrow spectrum beta lactam antibiotic.

Recommendations

Benzylpenicillin  Essential medicine status 

INN Benzylpenicillin

ATC codes J01CE01

Medicine type Chemical agent

Antibiotic groups  ACCESS

EML status history First added in 1977 (TRS 615) for Bacterial infection of unspecified site
Changed in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial meningitis
Changed in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents
Changed in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Syphilis
Removed in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial infection of unspecified site
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Congenital syphilis
Changed in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial pneumonia
Changed in 2023 (TRS 1049) for Sepsis without septic shock
Changed in 2025 (TRS 1064) for Bacterial meningitis

Wikipedia Benzylpenicillin 

DrugBank Benzylpenicillin 



https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=J01CE01
https://list.essentialmeds.org/antibiotics/access
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/597
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/554
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/549
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/552
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/597
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/721
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/622
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/ntOzhQ9IStmS0AojLfKt8wtb06mhzvcIyaLQn7EG.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/584
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/PVghq4UEIFj1jlSjrQE1BcP6fkPX0qQLLvzXcpV9.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1516
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benzylpenicillin
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB01053


Section Access group antibiotics

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 600 mg in vial powder for injection (=1 million IU as
sodium or potassium salt); 3 g in vial powder for injection (=5 million IU as sodium or potassium
salt)
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 600 mg in vial powder for injection (= 1 million IU as
sodium or potassium salt); 3 g in vial powder for injection (= 5 million IU as sodium or potassium
salt)

Indications

First choice

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or adolescents (complicated) [children]  Syphilis

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired pneumonia - severe) [children]

Congenital syphilis [children]

Second choice

Bacterial meningitis

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Section Medicines for bacterial central nervous system infections

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 600 mg in vial powder for injection (=1 million IU as
sodium or potassium salt); 3 g in vial powder for injection (=5 million IU as sodium or potassium
salt)

Indications

Second choice

Bacterial meningitis
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