
Ceftriaxone  Essential medicine status 

General description

Ceftriaxone is a third-generation cephalosporin.

Recommendations

Sec ti on    Watch group antibiotics

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 1 g in vial powder for

injection (as sodium salt)

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 500 mg in vial

powder for injection (as sodium salt); 1 g in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 2 g in vial powder for injection (as

sodium salt)

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 500 mg in vial

powder for injection (as sodium salt); 1 g in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt)

Parenteral > Locoregional injections > Intravitreal: 250 mg in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 500 mg in vial

powder for injection (as sodium salt); 1 g in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 2 g in vial powder for injection (as

sodium salt)

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 2 g in vial; 250 mg in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 500 mg in

vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 1 g in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt)

INN Ceftriaxone

ATC codes J01DD04

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

Ant ibiot ic groups    WATCH

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 1995 (TRS 867) for Bacterial infection of unspecified site
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial meningitis
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Osteomyelitis or osteitis
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial infection of joint
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Sepsis without septic shock
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Infectious gastroenteritis or colitis without specification of
infectious agent
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Gonococcal infection
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Peritoneal abscess
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Peritonitis
Removed in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial infection of unspecified site
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Bacterial pneumonia
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Other specified pneumonia
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Acute pyelonephritis
Added in 2017 (TRS 1006) for Inflammatory and other diseases of prostate
Added in 2019 (TRS 1021) for Typhoid fever
Added in 2019 (TRS 1021) for Paratyphoid fever
Added in 2021 (TRS 1035) for Necrotising fasciitis
Added in 2021 (TRS 1035) for Endophthalmitis
Added in 2025 (TRS 1064) for Bacterial meningitis

Wikipedia Ceftriaxone 

DrugBa nk  Ceftriaxone 

https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=J01DD04
http://list.essentialmeds.org/antibiotics/WATCH
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/6UmiMa7dNbtogu8RwsFVL6tbdRKio1VlSStLFs2e.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/609
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/628
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/632
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/633
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/635
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/630
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/634
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/694
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/629
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/609
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/624
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/640
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/655
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/656
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/upzppOSPYB9uERmSypnQpurE1E4KB2E2nUpxTYDh.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/891
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/upzppOSPYB9uERmSypnQpurE1E4KB2E2nUpxTYDh.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/892
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/hHDQtV59PtnnPEJQ5mVfaUuDMfCQzSoduRDvWWxq.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1265
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/hHDQtV59PtnnPEJQ5mVfaUuDMfCQzSoduRDvWWxq.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1264
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/PVghq4UEIFj1jlSjrQE1BcP6fkPX0qQLLvzXcpV9.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1518
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceftriaxone
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB01212


Indi c ati ons  

First choice

Typhoid fever  Paratyphoid fever  Bacterial meningitis

Other specified pneumonia (Hospital-acquired pneumonia)

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired pneumonia - severe) [children]

co-prescribed with amikacin

Inflammatory and other diseases of prostate (severe)

co-prescribed with amikacin

Acute pyelonephritis (severe)

co-prescribed with azithromycin

Gonococcal infection

co-prescribed with clarithromycin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired pneumonia - severe)

co-prescribed with metronidazole

Necrotising fasciitis

co-prescribed with metronidazole

Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with metronidazole

Peritoneal abscess (severe)

co-prescribed with metronidazole

Peritonitis (severe)

co-prescribed with metronidazole

Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with vancomycin

Endophthalmitis

Second choice

Acute pyelonephritis (mild to moderate)  Inflammatory and other diseases of prostate (mild to moderate)

Sepsis without septic shock  Bacterial infection of joint  Osteomyelitis or osteitis
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http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/692
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/694
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1298
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1264
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/655
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Infectious gastroenteritis or colitis without specification of infectious agent

Other  i ndi c ati ons     

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Sec ti on    Medicines for bacterial central nervous system infections

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 500 mg in vial

powder for injection (as sodium salt); 1 g in vial powder for injection (as sodium salt); 2 g in vial powder for injection (as

sodium salt)

Indi c ati ons  

First choice

Bacterial meningitis


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