Model List of Essential Medicines

Amikacin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg per mL in 2 mL vial

(as sulfate); 50 mg per mL in 2 mL vial (as sulfate)

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg per mL in 2 mL vial

(as sulfate)

First choice

[ Neutropenia (high-risk)

co-prescribed with cefotaxime

Inflammatory and other diseases of prostate
(severe)

co-prescribed with cefotaxime

[ Acute pyelonephritis (severe)

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

Inflammatory and other diseases of prostate
(severe)

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

[ Acute pyelonephritis (severe)

Second choice

co-prescribed with cloxacillin

[ Sepsis without septic shock



http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/652
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/654
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/667
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/651
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/666
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/656
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/667
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/655
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/666
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/563
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/669

Amoxicillin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Oral > Liquid: 125 mg per 5 mL (as trihydrate) powder for oral liquid; 250

mg per 5 mL (as trihydrate) powder for oral liquid

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 250 mg in vial (as sodium)
powder for injection; 500 mg in vial (as sodium) powder for injection; 1 g

in vial (as sodium) powder for injection

Oral > Solid > dispersible tablet: 250 mg (scored) (as trihydrate); 500 mg
(scored) (as trihydrate)

Oral > Solid > dosage form: 250 mg (as trihydrate); 500 mg (as trihydrate)
Oral > Liquid: 125 mg per 5 mL (anhydrous) powder for oral liquid; 250

mg per 5 mL (anhydrous) powder for oral liquid

Oral > Solid > dosage form: 250 mg (as trihydrate); 500 mg (as trihydrate);
1g(as trihydrate)

First choice

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - mild to moderate)

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents (uncomplicated) [children]

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents (complicated) [children]

Acute pharyngitis

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with
acute exacerbation

Periapical abscess without sinus
Acute otitis media
Acute sinusitis

co-prescribed with gentamicin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

co-prescribed with gentamicin

Sepsis without septic shock
Second choice

Bacterial meningitis

Other indications

Infectious cystitis

Bacterial infection of unspecified site


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/613
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/538
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/538
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/527
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/540
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/874
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/526
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/542
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/615
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/613
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/585
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/582
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/534
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/531
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/521

Amoxicillin + clavulanic acid

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > IV: 500 mg (as sodium salt) + 100 mg (as
potassium salt) powder for injection; 1000 mg (as sodium salt) + 200 mg

(as potassium salt) powder for injection

Oral > Liquid: 125 mg (as trihydrate) + 31.25 mg (as potassium salt) / 5 mL
powder for oral liquid; 250 mg (as trihydrate) + 62.5 mg (as potassium

salt) / 5 mL powder for oral liquid

Oral > Solid > dispersible tablet: 200 mg (as trihydrate) + 28.5 mg (as
potassium salt); 250 mg (as trihydrate) + 62.5 mg (as potassium salt)

Oral > Solid > tablet: 500 mg (as trihydrate) + 125 mg (as potassium salt);
875 mg (as trihydrate) + 125 mg (as potassium salt)

Oral > Solid > tablet: 500 mg (as trihydrate) + 125 mg (as potassium salt)

First choice

Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

Neutropenia (low-risk)

Other specified pneumonia (Hospital-acquired
pneumonia)

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with
acute exacerbation

Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

Acute sinusitis

Bacterial cellulitis, erysipelas or lymphangitis

[
|
|
|
|
|
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Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

|
|
\
Infectious cystitis }
\
|
|
|
\

Second choice

Osteomyelitis or osteitis

Acute otitis media

Other specified prophylactic measures

Bacterial infection of joint

[
|
|
|
|

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - mild to moderate)

— JC _JL_JL_JL_

co-prescribed with clarithromycin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe)

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/589
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/588
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/638
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/570
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/569
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/591
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/571
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/572
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/614
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/573
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/575
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/870
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/574
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/614
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/618
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/614
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/587

Ampicillin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 500 mg in vial (as sodium

salt) powder for injection; 1 g in vial (as sodium salt) powder for injection
Oral > Liquid: 125 mg per 5 mL (anhydrous) powder for oral suspension

Oral > Solid: 250 mg (anhydrous); 500 mg (anhydrous)

Benzathine benzylpenicillin

First choice

co-prescribed with gentamicin

[ Peritoneal abscess (severe)

co-prescribed with gentamicin

[ Sepsis without septic shock

co-prescribed with gentamicin

[ Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with gentamicin

[ Peritonitis (severe)

co-prescribed with gentamicin

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents (complicated) [children]

co-prescribed with gentamicin

[ Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with gentamicin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

Second choice

[ Bacterial meningitis

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Section Indications
Access group antibiotics First choice
Parenteral > General injections > IM: 1.2 million IU in vial (= 900 mg) [ Syphilis

powder for injection; 2.4 million IU in vial (= 1.8 g) powder for injection

[ Congenital syphilis [children]

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1322
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1260
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/585
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/583
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1322
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1260
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1321
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1258
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/545
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/546
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1321
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1258
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/615
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/621
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/547
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/532
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/599
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/610
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/598

Benzylpenicillin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 600 mg in vial powder for
injection (=1 million IU as sodium or potassium salt); 3 g in vial powder for|

injection (=5 million IU as sodium or potassium salt)

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 600 mg in vial powder for
injection (= 1 million IU as sodium or potassium salt); 3 g in vial powder

for injection (= 5 million IU as sodium or potassium salt)

First choice

Congenital syphilis [children]
Syphilis
co-prescribed with gentamicin
Sepsis without septic shock
co-prescribed with gentamicin

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents (complicated) [children]

co-prescribed with gentamicin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

Second choice

Bacterial meningitis

Other indications

Cefalexin

Section

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Oral > Liquid: 125 mg per 5 mL (anhydrous) powder for oral liquid; 250

mg per 5 mL (anhydrous) powder for oral liquid

Oral > Solid: 250 mg (as monohydrate)

Oral > Solid: 250 mg (as monohydrate); 500 mg (as monohydrate)
Oral > Solid > dispersible tablet: 125 mg; 250 mg

First choice
Bacterial cellulitis, erysipelas or lymphangitis
Second choice

Acute pharyngitis

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with
acute exacerbation

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/721
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/552
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/585
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/584
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/545
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/549
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/615
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/622
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/554
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/597
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/557
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/556
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/555
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/592

Cefazolin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 1 gin vial (as sodium salt)

powder for injection

Chloramphenicol

Section

First choice

Other specified prophylactic measures
co-prescribed with metronidazole

Other specified prophylactic measures
Second choice

Osteomyelitis or osteitis

Bacterial infection of joint

Other indications

Surgical site infection

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > I1V: 1 gin vial powder for injection

(sodium succinate)

Parenteral > General injections > IM: 500 mgin 2 mL ampoule oily

suspension for injection
Oral > Liquid: 150 mg per 5 mL (as palmitate)
Oral > Solid: 250 mg capsule

Clindamycin

Section

Second choice

Bacterial meningitis

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Indications

Access group antibiotics

Oral > Liquid: 75 mg per 5 mL (as palmitate hydrochloride)
Oral > Solid: 150 mg (as hydrochloride) capsule

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 150 mg per mL (as
phosphate) injection

Parenteral > General injections > IV: 150 mg per mL (as phosphate); 600
mg per 4 mL (as phosphate); 900 mg per 6 mL (as phosphate)

Oral > Liquid: 75 mg per 5 mL powder for oral liquid (as palmitate
hydrochloride)

Oral > Solid: 150 mg (as hydrochloride)

First choice

co-prescribed with piperacillin + tazobactam

Necrotising fasciitis
Second choice

Osteomyelitis or osteitis

Bacterial infection of joint

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/869
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/868
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/869
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/558
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/559
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/593
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/670
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/671
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1267
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1268
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/567
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/568
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/673

Cloxacillin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics

Oral > Liquid: 125 mg per 5 mL (as sodium salt) powder for oral liquid
Oral > Solid: 500 mg (as sodium salt) capsule; 1 g (as sodium salt) capsule

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 500 mg in vial (as sodium

salt) powder for injection

Oral > Liquid: 125 mg per 5 mL (as sodium salt) powder for oral liquid;

250 mg per 5 mL (as sodium salt) powder for oral liquid

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 500 mg in vial (as sodium
salt) powder for injection; 250 mg in vial (as sodium salt) powder for
injection

Oral > Solid > capsule: 500 mg (as sodium salt); 1 g (as sodium salt); 250

mg (as sodium salt)

Doxycycline

Section

First choice

Bacterial infection of joint
Osteomyelitis or osteitis

Bacterial cellulitis, erysipelas or lymphangitis

Second choice

co-prescribed with amikacin

Sepsis without septic shock

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Indications

Access group antibiotics

Oral > Liquid: 25 mg per 5 mL (anhydrous); 50 mg per 5 mL (anhydrous)
Oral > Solid: 100 mg (as hyclate); 50 mg (as hyclate)

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 100 mg in vial powder for
injection

Oral > Liquid: 25 mg per 5 mL powder for oral liquid (monohydrate); 50
mg per 5 mL (calcium)

Oral > Solid > dispersible tablet: 100 mg (as monohydrate)

Oral > Solid > dosage form: 50 mg (as hyclate); 100 mg (as hyclate)

Oral > Solid > dosage form: 100 mg (as hyclate)

First choice
Chlamydia trachomatis
Cholera

Second choice

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - mild to moderate)

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with
acute exacerbation

Cholera [children]

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/561
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/560
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/562
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/669
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/563
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/663
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/702
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/701
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/623
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/700
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/701
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/699

Gentamicin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 10 mg per mLin 2 mL vial

(as sulfate); 40 mg per mL in 2 mL vial (as sulfate)

First choice

[ Neonatal meningitis

co-prescribed with amoxicillin

[ Sepsis without septic shock

co-prescribed with amoxicillin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

co-prescribed with ampicillin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

co-prescribed with ampicillin

[ Sepsis without septic shock

co-prescribed with ampicillin

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents (complicated) [children]

co-prescribed with ampicillin

[ Peritoneal abscess (severe)

co-prescribed with ampicillin

[ Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with ampicillin

[ Peritonitis (severe)

co-prescribed with ampicillin

[ Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with benzylpenicillin

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired
pneumonia - severe) [children]

co-prescribed with benzylpenicillin

Acute malnutrition in infants, children or
adolescents (complicated) [children]

co-prescribed with benzylpenicillin

[ Sepsis without septic shock

Second choice

[ Other specified prophylactic measures

[ Gonococcal infection

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site
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http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/1260
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http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/549
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/545
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http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/585
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/871
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/722
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/581

Metronidazole

Section Indications

Access group antibiotics First choice

Oral > Liquid: 200 mg per 5 mL (as benzoate) ‘ Intestinal infections due to Clostridioides
difficile

Oral > Solid: 200 to 500 mg tablet [ . o
Trichomoniasis

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 500 mg per 100 mL in vial
co-prescribed with cefazolin

Injection
[ Other specified prophylactic measures

Local > Rectal > Suppository: 500mg; 1 g

co-prescribed with cefotaxime

Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 500 mg per 100 mL in vial
[ Peritonitis (severe)

Oral > Solid > tablet: 200 mg; 250 mg; 400 mg; 500 mg

co-prescribed with cefotaxime

[ Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with cefotaxime

[ Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with cefotaxime

[ Peritoneal abscess (severe)

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

[ Necrotising fasciitis

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

[ Peritonitis (severe)

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

[ Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

[ Peritoneal abscess (severe)

co-prescribed with ceftriaxone

[ Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

Second choice

co-prescribed with ciprofloxacin

[ Peritonitis (mild-moderate)

co-prescribed with ciprofloxacin

[ Peritoneal abscess (mild-moderate)

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site
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http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/603

Nitrofurantoin

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics

Oral > Liquid: 25 mg per 5 mL oral liquid
Oral > Solid > dosage form: 100 mg; 50 mg

Phenoxymethylpenicillin

Section

First choice

[ Infectious cystitis

Indications

Access group antibiotics

Oral > Liquid: 250 mg per 5 mL (as potassium salt) powder for oral liquid
Oral > Solid: 250 mg (as potassium salt) tablet

Oral > Solid: 250 mg (as potassium salt); 500 mg (as potassium salt)

Procaine benzylpenicillin

Section

First choice

[ Acute pharyngitis

[ Periapical abscess without sinus

pneumonia - mild to moderate)

Bacterial pneumonia (Community-acquired

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > IM: 1 g in vial (=1 million IU) powder for

injection; 3 g in vial (=3 million IU) powder for injection

Spectinomycin

Section

First choice

[ Congenital syphilis [children]

Second choice

[ Syphilis

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 2 gin vial (as

hydrochloride) powder for injection

Second choice

[ Gonococcal infection

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site
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http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/720
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/636
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/675
http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/674

Sulfamethoxazole + trimethoprim

Section

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Parenteral > General injections > IV: 80 mg + 16 mg per mLin 10 mL

ampoule; 80 mg + 16 mg per mL in 5 mL ampoule
Oral > Liquid: 200 mg + 40 mg per 5 mL oral liquid

Oral > Solid: 100 mg + 20 mg tablet; 400 mg + 80 mg tablet; 800 mg + 160
mg tablet

Oral > Solid > dispersible tablet: 100 mg + 20 mg

Tetracycline

Section

First choice
Infectious cystitis
Second choice

Infectious gastroenteritis or colitis without
specification of infectious agent

Other indications

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Indications

Access group antibiotics
Oral > Solid: 250 mg (hydrochloride)

Trimethoprim

Section

Bacterial infection of unspecified site

Indications

Access group antibiotics

Oral > Liquid: 50 mg per mL
Oral > Solid: 100 mg; 200 mg

First choice

Infectious cystitis


http://list.essentialmeds.org/recommendations/705
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