
Section: 10. Medicines affecting the blood   10.1. Antianaemia medicines

Folic acid  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: B03BB01EMLc

Indica t ion   Folate deficiency anaemia ICD11 code: 3A02.Z

INN Folic acid

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

Lis t  t ype    Core (EML)
(EMLc)

Formula t ions   Oral > Solid: 1 mg tablet ; 5 mg tablet 

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Changed in 1991 (TRS 825)
Changed in 2003 (TRS 920)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)

Sex All

Age Also recommended for children

Thera peut ic 
a lt erna t ives   

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ion      Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Folic acid 

DrugBa nk  Folic acid 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

The EMLc Subcommittee accepted the public health need for supplementation with folic acid in children. Therefore, the

Subcommittee agreed to endorse folic acid as an essential medicine for children. Appropriate formulations of folic acid need to be

included to cover the needs of neonates to adolescents. They should have appropriate excipients for children.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/120
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=379
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=380
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=B03BB01
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/918183131/mms/unspecified
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/D9GThPSnias5fEHbYKtzasG6vrq4VAyOisH7IyJN.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Png0UfvXyfT663AJYvAJdOVN9yGylap9OzVRqXY9.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/pQVcw1XRhOZ0IBI9c3NlO4xSBVYevsKVBEHesuZ8.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/MYIhv7kaenC7Fp1Eu10KnMhY7l99jHjW57GOjFeJ.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folic_acid
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00158

