
Section: 2. Medicines for pain and palliative care   2.3. Medicines for other common symptoms in palliative care

Ondansetron  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: A04AA01EMLc

Indica t ion   Palliative care ICD11 code: QC7A

INN Ondansetron

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

Lis t  t ype    Core (EML)
(EMLc)

Formula t ions   Parenteral > General injections > IV: 2 mg per mL in 2 mL ampoule (ondansetron base, as
hydrochloride) 
Oral > Liquid: 4 mg per 5 mL (ondansetron base) 
Oral > Solid: 4 mg (ondansetron base) ; 8 mg (ondansetron base) 

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 2011 (TRS 965)
Changed in 2019 (TRS 1021)
Changed in 2021 (TRS 1035)

Sex All

Age Also recommended for children

Age res t rict ion    > 1 month

Thera peut ic 
a lt erna t ives   

dolasetron (ATC codes: A04AA04) 
granisetron (ATC codes: A04AA02) 
palonosetron (ATC codes: A04AA05) 
tropisetron (ATC codes: A04AA03) 

Pa t ent  informa t ion      Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Ondansetron 

DrugBa nk  Ondansetron 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

Following the review of square box listings on the EML and EMLc, the Expert Committee recommended that dolasetron,

granisetron, palonosetron and tropisetron be specified as therapeutic alternatives under the square box listing for ondansetron on

the EML and EMLc.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/30
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=323
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=326
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A04AA01
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/1492124251
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/uM2drf3qopwZIceChtyH0tqRGk7c86aLZRZYZimX.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/upzppOSPYB9uERmSypnQpurE1E4KB2E2nUpxTYDh.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/hHDQtV59PtnnPEJQ5mVfaUuDMfCQzSoduRDvWWxq.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/629
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A04AA04
http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/630
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A04AA02
http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/631
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A04AA05
http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/632
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A04AA03
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ondansetron
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00904

