
Section: 27. Vitamins and minerals

Ascorbic acid  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: A11GA01EMLc

Indication Scurvy ICD11 code: 5B56.0

INN Ascorbic acid

Medicine type Chemical agent

List type Core

Formulations Oral > Solid: 50 mg 

EML status history First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Changed in 1987 (TRS 770)
Changed in 1993 (TRS 850)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)

Sex All

Age Also recommended for children

Therapeutic
alternatives

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Patent information Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Ascorbic acid 

DrugBank Ascorbic acid (Vitamin C) 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

The EMLc Subcommittee endorsed the inclusion of ascorbic acid on the EMLc for the treatment of scurvy. The
Subcommittee discussed the need for a higher strength tablet of ascorbic acid, but decided not to add another
formulation at this time.



https://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/259
file:///?section=464
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A11GA01
https://icd.who.int/browse/2026-01/mms/en#708602629
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/D9GThPSnias5fEHbYKtzasG6vrq4VAyOisH7IyJN.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/VuU8HlIuFAXkONC96CYA2B0g8uxAKiRS8Zxe1V6y.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/P9kB7hDx34HM1WQccKRNVYNCXIa8ql92x55a2KgY.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/MYIhv7kaenC7Fp1Eu10KnMhY7l99jHjW57GOjFeJ.pdf
file:///patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitamin_C
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00126

