
Section: 4. Antidotes and other substances used in poisonings   4.1. Antidotes and other substances used in poisonings > Non-

specific

Activated charcoal  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: A07BA01EMLc

Indica t ion   Unspecified injury, poisoning or certain other consequences of external causes

ICD11 code: NF2Z

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

Lis t  t ype    Core (EML)
(EMLc)

Addit iona l not es    Alternative formulations of activated charcoal may be used if granules are not available.

Formula t ions   Oral > Liquid: 50 mg granules for oral suspension 

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Changed in 1987 (TRS 770)
Changed in 2003 (TRS 920)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)
Changed in 2025 (TRS 1064)

Sex All

Age Also recommended for children

Thera peut ic 
a lt erna t ives   

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ion      Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Activated charcoal 

DrugBa nk  Activated charcoal 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

Following the review of the age-appropriateness of formulations of essential medicines for children, the Expert Committee

recommended changes to the listing of activated charcoal on the EML and EMLc, as follows: - addition of activated charcoal

granules for oral suspension (50 mg) to replace the non-specific 'powder' formulation to provide more explicit formulation

characteristics to facilitate procurement. - addition of a footnote stating that alternative formats may be used in an emergency if

the granules for oral suspension are not available.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/297
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=328
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=329
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=A07BA01
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/435227771/mms/unspecified
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/D9GThPSnias5fEHbYKtzasG6vrq4VAyOisH7IyJN.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/VuU8HlIuFAXkONC96CYA2B0g8uxAKiRS8Zxe1V6y.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/pQVcw1XRhOZ0IBI9c3NlO4xSBVYevsKVBEHesuZ8.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/MYIhv7kaenC7Fp1Eu10KnMhY7l99jHjW57GOjFeJ.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/PVghq4UEIFj1jlSjrQE1BcP6fkPX0qQLLvzXcpV9.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Activated_charcoal_(medication)
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB09278

