
Section: 5. Anticonvulsants/antiepileptics

Phenytoin  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: N03AB02EMLc

Indica t ion   Epilepsy or seizures ICD11 code: 8A6Z

INN Phenytoin

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

Lis t  t ype    Core The presence of both 25 mg/5 mL and 30 mg/5 mL oral liquid strengths on the same
market would cause confusion in prescribing and dispensing and should be avoided.

Formula t ions   Oral > Liquid: 25 to 30 mg per 5 mL 
Oral > Solid: 25 mg (sodium salt) ; 100 mg (sodium salt) ; 50 mg (sodium salt) ; 50 mg
chewable tablet 
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 50 mg per mL in 5 vial (sodium salt) 

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Changed in 1993 (TRS 850)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 946)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)

Sex All

Age Also recommended for children

Thera peut ic 
equiva lence

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ion      Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Phenytoin 

DrugBa nk  Phenytoin 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

The EMLc Subcommittee endorsed the inclusion of phenytoin on the core list of the first EMLc as an antiepilpetic medicine.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/54
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=331
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=N03AB02
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/1397288146/mms/unspecified
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/D9GThPSnias5fEHbYKtzasG6vrq4VAyOisH7IyJN.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/P9kB7hDx34HM1WQccKRNVYNCXIa8ql92x55a2KgY.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/LTaCgFFOL0uRMf13oowtnvIrr80zQ3re5gVEysHk.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/MYIhv7kaenC7Fp1Eu10KnMhY7l99jHjW57GOjFeJ.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenytoin
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00252

