
Section: 5. Anticonvulsants/antiepileptics

Phenytoin  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: N03AB02EMLc

Indica t ionIndica t ion Epilepsy or seizures ICD11 code: 8A6Z

INNINN Phenytoin

Medicine t ypeMedicine t ype Chemical agent

Lis t  t ypeLis t  t ype Core The presence of both 25 mg/5 mL and 30 mg/5 mL oral liquid strengths on the same
market would cause confusion in prescribing and dispensing and should be avoided.

Formula t ionsFormula t ions Oral > Liquid: 25 to 30 mg per 5 mL 
Oral > Solid: 25 mg (sodium salt) ; 100 mg (sodium salt) ; 50 mg (sodium salt) ; 50 mg
chewable tablet 
Parenteral > General injections > unspecified: 50 mg per mL in 5 vial (sodium salt) 

EML s t a t us  his t oryEML s t a t us  his t ory First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Changed in 1993 (TRS 850)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 946)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)

SexSex All

AgeAge Also recommended for children

Thera peut icThera peut ic
equiva lenceequiva lence

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ionPa t ent  informa t ion Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

WikipediaWikipedia Phenytoin 

DrugBa nkDrugBa nk Phenytoin 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

The EMLc Subcommittee endorsed the inclusion of phenytoin on the core list of the first EMLc as an antiepilpetic medicine.
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