Chloramphenicol

Indication

NOT RECOMMENDED AS AN
ESSENTIAL-MEDICINE

Section: 6. Anti-infective medicines » 6.2. Antibacterials » 6.2.1. Access group antibiotics

EMLc ATC codes: J01BAO1

Bacterial infection of unspecified site ~ ICD11 code: 1C41

Chloramphenicol

Medicine type

Chemical agent

Antibiotic groups

A) ACCESS

List type

Core

Additional notes

Oily suspension for injection formulation is only for the presumptive treatment of
epidemic meningitis in children older than 2 years and in adults.

Formulations

Parenteral > General injections > IV: 1 g in vial powder for injection (sodium
succinate)

Parenteral > General injections > IM: 500 mg in 2 mL ampoule oily
suspension for injection

Oral > Liquid: 150 mg per 5 mL (as palmitate)

Oral > Solid: 250 mg capsule

EML status history

First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1984 (TRS 722)
Changed in 1993 (TRS 850)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)
Removed in 2017 (TRS 1006)

Sex

All

Age

Also recommended for children

Therapeutic
alternatives

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Patent information

Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. @
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Chloramphenicol @

Chloramphenicol @&

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

As part of the comprehensive review of antibacterials undertaken by the Expert Committee in 2017, listing of

chloramphenicol was reviewed and specific indications for its use were recommended. Refer to the 2017

recommendation(s) for chloramphenicol for more information.

R



https://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/332
file:///?section=332
file:///?section=337
file:///?section=338
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=J01BA01
https://icd.who.int/browse/2026-01/mms/en#520429137
https://list.essentialmeds.org/antibiotics/access
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/zLaUj2bQMwWDue5rAR6IqxPEnAfZ0s3dds1EwaF4.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/P9kB7hDx34HM1WQccKRNVYNCXIa8ql92x55a2KgY.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/MYIhv7kaenC7Fp1Eu10KnMhY7l99jHjW57GOjFeJ.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Peg0tiQr5EGnZrpKTi2wqVXvmUzTEp0oYfY2V63K.pdf
file:///patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chloramphenicol
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00446

