
Section: 6. Anti-infective medicines   6.5. Antiprotozoal medicines   6.5.2. Antileishmaniasis medicines

Pentamidine NOT RECOMMENDED AS AN

ESSENTIAL MEDICINE

ATC codes: P01CX01EMLc

Indica t ion   Visceral leishmaniasis ICD11 code: 1F54.0

INN Pentamidine

Medicine t ype  Chemical agent

Lis t  t ype    Complementary (EML)
(EMLc)

Formula t ions   Parenteral > General injections > IM: 200 mg (as isetionate) ; 300 mg (as isetionate) 

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Changed in 1987 (TRS 770)
Changed in 1997 (TRS 882)
Changed in 2003 (TRS 920)
Changed in 2007 (TRS 950)
Removed in 2009 (TRS 958)

Sex All

Age Also recommended for children

Thera peut ic 
a lt erna t ives   

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ion      Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Pentamidine 

DrugBa nk  Pentamidine 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

The EMLc Subcommittee had recommended the deletion of pentamidine for this indication as it was no longer used for visceral

leishmaniasis in children. The Committee reviewed Section 6.5.2, medicines for leishmaniasis, for concordance between the EML

and EMLc and, on the advice of the WHO Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD), recommended pentamidine

be also deleted from the EML.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/386
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=332
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=361
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=363
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=P01CX01
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/1646564717
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/D9GThPSnias5fEHbYKtzasG6vrq4VAyOisH7IyJN.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/VuU8HlIuFAXkONC96CYA2B0g8uxAKiRS8Zxe1V6y.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/3ORLBfcefdAlKkxo8YWPILefl4PAWoZ4Gl1AMkj5.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/pQVcw1XRhOZ0IBI9c3NlO4xSBVYevsKVBEHesuZ8.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/MYIhv7kaenC7Fp1Eu10KnMhY7l99jHjW57GOjFeJ.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/Ny8eU2gkJAmi85MnjL3R9naY4LWvnpKREcroWn6m.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentamidine
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00738

