
Section: 5. Medicines for neurological disorders   5.1. Medicines for central nervous system disorders   5.1.3. Medicines for

parkinsonism

Levodopa NOT RECOMMENDED AS AN

ESSENTIAL MEDICINE

ATC codes: N04BA01

Indica t ion   Parkinson disease ICD11 code: 8A00.0Z

INN Levodopa

Medicine t ype  Biological agent

Lis t  t ype    Core

Formula t ions   Oral > Solid: 250 mg 

EML s t a t us  his t ory        First added in 1977 (TRS 615)
Changed in 1979 (TRS 641)
Removed in 1987 (TRS 770)

Sex All

Age Adolescents and adults

Thera peut ic 
a lt erna t ives   

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ion      Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

Wikipedia Levodopa 

DrugBa nk  Levodopa 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

Single-agent levodopa was deleted from the EML since it is used extensively in combination with carbidopa.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/411
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=331
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=516
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=527
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=N04BA01
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/296066191/mms/unspecified
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/sC1L9Ib4I8o8cDqlyfhnKyoa8MGm7XUFDffFVNUc.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/D9GThPSnias5fEHbYKtzasG6vrq4VAyOisH7IyJN.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/VuU8HlIuFAXkONC96CYA2B0g8uxAKiRS8Zxe1V6y.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levodopa
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB01235

