
Section: 5. Medicines for neurological disorders   5.1. Antiseizure medicines

Valproic acid (sodium valproate)  Essential medicine status 

ATC codes: N03AG01EMLc

Indica t ionIndica t ion Status epilepticus ICD11 code: 8A66

INNINN Valproic acid

Medicine t ypeMedicine t ype Chemical agent

Lis t  t ypeLis t  t ype Complementary (EML)
(EMLc)

Addit iona l not esAddit iona l not es Avoid use in pregnancy and in women and girls of child-bearing potential, unless alternative
treatments are ineffective or not tolerated because of the high risk of birth defects and
developmental disorders in children exposed to valproate in the womb.

Formula t ionsFormula t ions Parenteral > General injections > IV: 100 mg per mL in 4 mL ampoule ; 100 mg per mL in 10
mL ampoule ; 100 mg per mL in 3 mL ampoule 

EML s t a t us  his t oryEML s t a t us  his t ory First added in 2015 (TRS 994)
Changed in 2021 (TRS 1035)
Changed in 2023 (TRS 1049)

SexSex All

AgeAge Also recommended for children

Thera peut icThera peut ic
a lt erna t ivesa lt erna t ives

The recommendation is for this specific medicine

Pa t ent  informa t ionPa t ent  informa t ion Patents have expired in most jurisdictions
Read more about patents. 

WikipediaWikipedia Valproic acid (sodium valproate) 

DrugBa nkDrugBa nk Valproic acid 

Summary of evidence and Expert Committee recommendations

Following the review of the age-appropriateness of formulations on the EMLc, the Expert Committee recommended the inclusion of

an additional vial size of valproic acid injection (100 mg/mL in 3 mL) on the EML and EMLc.



http://list.essentialmeds.org/medicines/55
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=331
http://list.essentialmeds.org/?section=516
https://www.whocc.no/atc_ddd_index/?showdescription=yes&code=N03AG01
https://icd.who.int/browse11/l-m/en#http://id.who.int/icd/entity/906174792
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/NYoeKtlFYadb2HI1fdNfOyiluryY0W3EHufAfotP.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/hHDQtV59PtnnPEJQ5mVfaUuDMfCQzSoduRDvWWxq.pdf
https://list.essentialmeds.org/files/trs/ntOzhQ9IStmS0AojLfKt8wtb06mhzvcIyaLQn7EG.pdf
http://list.essentialmeds.org/patents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valproate
https://www.drugbank.ca/drugs/DB00313

